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To the honorable members of the State Board of Health,
   As you work on the WAC 246-90 and update State rules regarding local Board of Health
membership, it has come to my attention that there is one item which should be clearly
addressed.  The situation needing addressed in rule is when a Local Board of Health loses a
non-governmental member and needs to seek a replacement.  According to an inquiry I
received this week from a Spokane area news reporter, the Spokane Regional Board of Health
has required one or more elected official to step back from their board position while the vacant
non-governmental position was being filled, so as to not have the number of elected officials
exceed the number of non-elected officials during the vacancy. There is no other situation I
know of where an elected official’s position on a board is contingent upon whether a vacancy is
created by the action of a non-elected person from the same board.   I do not believe this was
the intent behind the law and rule requiring the balance in the Local Board of Health
membership.  I believe the intent was to balance the board membership over the long term
operation of the board, not for the brief instances where someone must withdraw from the
board.  As long as the Local Board of Health is actively seeking a new member for the vacated
non-elected position, the elected officials should be able to retain their seat and perform their
duties as members of the Local Board of Health.
 
  I would urge you to clearly write in rule that all Local Board of Health members retain their seat
on the Board of Health during the time a newly vacated position is being refilled.  I believe that
would fulfill the intent of the law.
 
Sincerely,
 
 

 
Arthur D. Swannack                 
Whitman County Board of Commissioners
400 North Main Street                            Phone: (509) 397-5247              
Colfax, Washington 99111                     Email: ArtS@WhitmanCounty.gov
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                                                            Cell:  (509)-288-1684
 
Please note: Washington has a very broad public records law. Most written communications
to or from County Employees and Officials regarding County business are public records
and are available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail communication may be
subject to public disclosure.
 


