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Date: June 4, 2026  

To: Washington State Board of Health Members 

From: Peter Browning, Board Member 

Subject: Petition for Rulemaking WAC 246-272A-0250, On-Site Sewage System 
Component Installation—Possible Action 

Background and Summary: 
The Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.330) allows any person to petition a state 
agency for the adoption, amendment, or repeal of any rule. Upon receipt of a petition, the 
agency has sixty days to either (1) deny the petition in writing, stating the reasons and, as 
appropriate, offer other means for addressing the concerns raised by the petitioner, or (2) 
accept the petition and initiate rulemaking. 

On April 22, 2026, the State Board of Health (Board) received a petition from Susan Audett, 
a homeowner in Edgewood, Washington. The petitioner requests that the Board consider 
amending WAC 246-272A-0250 to explicitly require that on-site sewage (OSS) system 
components, including transport piping, be installed in accordance with manufacturer 
instructions and applicable code requirements. 

The petitioner’s request was prompted by a personal experience in which a newly installed 
OSS transport line was not installed per manufacturer specifications. The petitioner states 
that the pipe was not properly bedded or supported, soil was not adequately compacted, 
and rocks up to 10 inches in diameter were present in the pipe zone. The petitioner says 
that manufacturer instructions they reviewed all require bedding, compaction, exclusion of 
particles over 1 inch, and specific trench dimensions. 

The Board has the authority under RCW 43.20.050(3) to adopt rules for the design, 
construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of on-site sewage systems with flows 
of less than 3,500 gallons per day. Chapter 246-272A WAC establishes the standards for 
these systems. Under WAC 246-272A-0013(8), local boards of health are expressly 
permitted to adopt and enforce regulations more stringent than the chapter's requirements. 

Shay Bauman, Board staff, will present the Board Members with information related to the 
petition and recommendations. 

Recommended Board Actions:  
The Board may wish to consider and amend, if necessary, the following motions: 

The Board declines the petition for rulemaking to amend WAC 246-272A-0250 for the 
reasons articulated by Board Members. The Board directs staff to notify the petitioner of the 
Board’s decision.  

OR  

The Board accepts the petition for rulemaking to explore the proposed amendment to WAC 
246-272A-0250 to consider additional language related to OSS system component 
installation. The Board directs staff to notify the requestor of its decision and to file a CR-
101, Preproposal of Inquiry, to further evaluate the request and possible rule change. 

Staff 
Shay Bauman, Policy Advisor 
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