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Background

Under the Administrative Procedures Act, RCW 34.05.330, any person may petition a state agency to adopt, 

repeal, or amend any rule within its authority.

Overview of the Board’s Petition Process
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RCW 43.20.050(3) grants the Board authority to adopt rules for the design, construction, installation, 

operation, and maintenance of those on-site sewage systems with design flows of less than three thousand 

five hundred gallons per day. These rules are within Chapter 246-272A WAC.



Petition

WAC 246-272A-0250 governs installation of on-site sewage (OSS) 

system components. The petitioner requests adding:

“Unless otherwise specified, installation of all OSS components 

shall be per manufacturer instructions and code requirements.”
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WAC 246-272A-0250, OSS System 
Components Installation

WAC 246-272A-0250 establishes installation requirements for OSS, governing 

what installers must do during construction, including:

• Following the approved design

• Obtaining authorization before making any design changes

• Using only department-approved sewage tanks

• Remaining on site throughout excavation and construction

• Ensuring the system is watertight, except for the soil dispersal 

component

• Obtaining local health officer approval before covering the installation

• Following backfill depth and grading requirements

The section does not currently reference manufacturer installation instructions.
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Local Health Discretion

• Under WAC 246-272A-0013(8), local boards of health are 

expressly permitted to adopt and enforce regulations more stringent than the 

chapter's requirements.

• Some LHJ regulations include language similar to the petitioner’s ask.

• Other LHJs, like Tacoma-Pierce, address improper installation through 

enforcement. Complaints or observed violations can support denial, 

suspension, or revocation of an installer's certification. In this case, TPCHD 

suspended the installer.
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Considerations

• It is industry standard to install OSS components according to manufacturer 

guidelines, and ECY/DOH manual provides additional guidance.

• Some LHJs address pipes through local rules; others rely on enforcement 

tools such as certification suspension or revocation.

• Codifying this in rule could prompt additional inspections, increasing costs 

for installers and homeowners.

• Backfill inspection after a trench is covered may not be practically 

enforceable.

• Staff are not aware of similar complaints from other jurisdictions.
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Recommendation

• Question for Board Members: Does codifying an existing industry standard 

statewide outweigh the potential for increased inspection burden and costs 

at the local level?

• Staff Recommendation: Decline the petition for rulemaking.
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THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health 

at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov |  TTY users can dial 711 

8



ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

• The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to 

people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and 

activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

• Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA. 

We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like 

to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

• We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you 

cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to 

report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and 

describe the following details in your message:

• The nature of the accessibility needs

• The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access

• Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website. 

https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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