
Petition 35 for Rulemaking

Chapter 246-290 WAC, Group A Public Water Supplies

Shay Bauman, Policy Advisor

June 4, 2026



Background

Under the Administrative Procedures Act, RCW 34.05.330, any person may petition a state agency to adopt, 

repeal, or amend any rule within its authority.

Overview of the Board’s Petition Process
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RCW 43.20.050 grants the Board authority to adopt rules for Group A Public Water Systems necessary to 

assure safe and reliable drinking water and protect the public health. These rules are within Chapter 246-290 

WAC.



Petition

The petition requests that the Board adopt a rule requiring an affirmative, independent safety determination 

for any substance intentionally added to public drinking water for disease prevention or other public health 

purposes. The proposed rule concept would require that:

• Compliance with third-party product certification not constitute a safety determination on its own;

• The safety of the intentionally added substance itself be evaluated;

• Lifetime exposure, sensitive populations, and aggregate exposure from all sources be assessed;

• Specific toxicological endpoints be evaluated, including chronic toxicity, neurodevelopmental effects, 

endocrine disruption, and reproductive outcomes;

• Safety determinations be conducted or reviewed by individuals independent of entities that manufacture, 

promote, certify, or implement the additive; and

• Safety determinations be periodically reviewed and updated in light of emerging scientific evidence.
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Considerations

• The Board has previously denied requests to adopt a rule 

requiring affirmative safety determinations for drinking water additives, most 

recently in response to Petitions 34, 33, 32, 31, 30, 28, and 27.

• There is no existing framework for conducting the type of 

safety determination the petitioner describes. The Board lacks the capacity 

and resources to do this work or to pay a third party to do it. 

• The federal government is actively conducting the substantive review 

the petitioner is requesting. In 2025, EPA initiated a comprehensive 

human health assessment of fluoride under the Safe Drinking Water 

Act,  with a specific focus on deriving a reference dose for lifetime oral 

exposure.

• Staff Recommendation: Deny the petition for rulemaking.
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THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health 

at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov |  TTY users can dial 711 
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ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

• The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible 
to people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, 
and activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

• Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level 
AA. We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or 
would like to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

• We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. 
If you cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or 
would like to report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email 
wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and describe the following details in your message:

• The nature of the accessibility needs
• The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access
• Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website. 

https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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