
 
 
 
June 22, 2026 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Washington State Board of Health (Board) adopted amendments to chapter 246-90 
WAC at its June 4, 2026, meeting to implement requirements established by Engrossed 
Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1946. ESHB 1946 clarified Tribal membership on local 
boards of health (LBOHs).  
 
Purpose of Rulemaking  

Chapter 246-90 WAC establishes a standard process for recruiting and appointing non-
elected members to local boards of health. The rules ensure a fair appointment process 
and balanced representation among elected and non-elected members with diverse 
expertise and lived experience. 
 
Effective July 27, 2025, ESHB 1946 amended laws governing LBOH membership by 
clarifying the appointment of Tribal representatives and directing the Board to establish 
timelines for adjusting board membership as Tribal representatives are appointed. 
 
The amendments implement ESHB 1946 by establishing those timelines and updating 
the timeframe for modifying board membership from 60 to 90 days. The changes 
provide additional flexibility for counties that do not meet monthly while helping LBOHs 
maintain the required balance between elected and non-elected members. The rules 
take effect July 27, 2026.  
 
Changes to the Proposed Rules 

The Board adopted the rule as proposed in Washington State Register (WSR 26-09-
104, CR-102). The amendments:  

• Clarify that chapter 246-90 WAC applies to the appointment of Tribal 
representatives, consistent with state law, and affirms Tribal appointment 
authority  

• Add a definition of “Tribal representative” that aligns with state law  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1946-S.SL.pdf?q=20260601120358
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1946-S.SL.pdf?q=20260601120358
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2026/09/26-09-104.htm
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2026/09/26-09-104.htm


• Establish timelines for county legislative authorities or boards of county 
commissioners to update LBOH membership after a Tribal representative is 
appointed by a Tribe or Tribal organization  

• Extend the timeframe for updating LBOH membership from 60 to 90 days to 
provide additional flexibility for counties that do not meet monthly  

Comments on Proposed Rules 

The Board received no written or verbal comments on the proposed rule. 

Remaining Public Opposition to the Rule 

The Board did not receive any opposition to the rule during the public comment period 
or rules hearing. We do not anticipate any public opposition to the adopted rule.    
 
Effective Date and Next Steps 
 
The rule takes effect July 27, 2026. Anyone may petition the adoption or amendment of 
this rule in accordance with RCW 34.05.330. 
  
Send any questions regarding the adoption of this rule to Ashley Bell at 
lbohcomposition@sboh.wa.gov.  
  
Respectfully,  
  
Michelle A. Davis 
Executive Director 
  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05.330
mailto:lbohcomposition@sboh.wa.gov/

