Executive Summary: Health Impact Review of HB 1062
HB 1062, Providing coverage for biomarker testing
(2026 Legislative Session)

Evidence indicates that HB 1062 would likely lead to expanded coverage determination
criteria for biomarker testing, which may increase access to certain biomarker testing for
some people enrolled in PEBB, SEBB, and fully-insured plans. There is unclear evidence

how provisions may affect health outcomes and unclear evidence how provisions may
affect coverage determinations made by Apple Health.

BILL INFORMATION

Sponsors: Stonier, Corry, Parshley, Thai, Macri, Ryu, Leavitt, Berry, Reed, Alvarado, Callan,
Tharinger, Fosse, Simmons, Davis, Ormsby, Reeves, Bernbaum, Donaghy, and Hill

Summary of Bill:
Full details about provisions of this bill can be found in the bill text linked above. Given the
large number of provisions, this summary only highlights sections relevant to this review.

e Requires specified health carriers® and health plans to provide coverage for biomarker
testing under certain circumstances for plans issued or renewed on or after the effective date,
including:

o Health carriers providing health plans under Chapter 48.43 RCW.

o Health plans offered to public employees and their dependents under Chapter 41.05
RCW, including plans offered through the Public Employees Benefit Board (PEBB)
(RCW 41.05.055) and School Employees Benefit Board (SEBB) (RCW 41.05.740).

o Apple Health (Medicaid) plans offered by the Washington State Health Care
Authority (HCA) under Chapter 74.09 RCW.

e Requires that biomarker testing be covered for the purposes of diagnosis, treatment,
appropriate management, or ongoing monitoring of a disease or condition when the test is
supported by medical and scientific evidence.

HEALTH IMPACT REVIEW

This Health Impact Review found the following evidence for HB 1062:

e Informed assumption that requiring specified health carriers and health plans to provide
coverage for biomarker testing under certain circumstances would likely expand coverage
determination criteria. This assumption is based on bill provisions and information from key
informants, the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) Mandated Benefit Review
(MBR) on biomarker testing, and other states that have passed similar legislation.

¢ Unclear evidence how expanding coverage determination criteria for biomarker testing may
affect coverage determinations made by Apple Health.

2 A “health carrier” is also called a health insurance provider, health insurance company, health insurer, or payer. This
Health Impact Review will use the term “health carrier” for consistency with language in HB 1062.
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e Informed assumption that expanding coverage determination criteria for biomarker testing
may increase access to certain biomarker testing for some people enrolled in PEBB, SEBB
and fully-insured plans. This assumption is based on available evidence related to barriers to
accessing biomarker testing and evidence from other states with similar legislation.

e Unclear evidence how increasing access to certain biomarker testing for some people may
impact health outcomes.

FULL REVIEW

For review methods, logic model, strength-of-evidence analyses, and citations of empirical evidence
refer to the full Health Impact Review at:

https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-06/HIR-2026-08-HB1062.pdf
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