1
| I”.“ __'_'j!!! 115(1!!5:!!

I Washington’s School Environmental
Health and Safety Rule Update

Patty Hayes, Board Chair
Michelle Davis, Board Executive Director WASHINGTON STATE Wil

Ash Noble, Board Policy Advisor BOARDorHEALTH
May 18, 2026




Agenda

* Opening and Introductions

* The 2026 Budget proviso and legislative session

* Overview of the Board'’s rulemaking process

* Participating in the rulemaking process

» Department of Health radon test availability
for schools

 Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
and potential grant funds

« 2027 Legislative Session

* Next Steps

* Reflections




2026 Supplemental Operating Budget Proviso

With the exception of phase one section implementation designated in the
board of health leqislative report published in 2025, the department of
health and the state board of health may beqin the rule-making process on
subsequent phases, but shall not implement any new or amended rules
pertaining to primary and secondary school facilities until the rules and a
final cost estimate have been presented to the legislature, and the
legislature has formally funded implementation of the rules through the
omnibus appropriations act or by statute. To control costs and assist
schools in the implementation of phase one, the department shall develop
models for any required plans, and shall, as resources allow, make radon
tests available to schools at no cost.




Phase 1 Rule Sections:

« WAC 246-370-001 Purpose

« WAC 246-370-005 Definitions

« WAC 246-370-010 Applicability

« WAC 246-370-015 Good Safety Practice and Guidance
« WAC 246-370-090 Noise

« WAC 246-370-100 Lighting

« WAC 246-370-170 Severability

And parts of:

« WAC 246-370-050 General Building Requirements
« WAC 246-370-070 Indoor Air Quality and Ventilation
« WAC 246-370-080 Temperature

« WAC 246-370-110 Injury Prevention




* Lays the foundation for future phases
* Developing indoor air, radon testing, and extreme temperature plans

» Updates language




Rulemaking Phases

Inquiry
CR-101 Phase

Review Statutory Authorities

Determine Scope

Dear Tribal Leader/
Urban Indian Program
Leader Letter

Identify Interested Parties

Announce Rulemaking/
Invite Participation

Proposal & Analysis
CR-102 Phase
Tribal Consultation
Engage Interested Parties
|dentify Options
Draft Text
Conduct Analyses

Seek Feedback

Hearing & Adoption
CR-103 Phase
Brief the Board
Public Hearing
Board Deliberation
Adoption

Tribal Consultation

Notify Interested Parties

Implementation

~

Tribal consultation can occur at any phase if requested




Preliminary Rulemaking Timeline

2027
Cost Surveys/ Legislative Public Earliest Rule
Data Collection Session Ends Hearing Effective Date

AUGUST 2026 -
MAY 2027

Economic Analyses Public Comment File
EJ Assessment Period CR-103P

Outreach and engagement continue throughout the process.




Rules Analyses

Significant Legislative Analysis
* Requires summary of rulemaking and analysis of significant rule revisions
* Includes cost/benefit analysis

Small Business Economic Impact Statement
« Applies to significant rules
 ldentify and reduce financial impacts on small businesses

Environmental Justice Assessment

« Applies to significant agency actions, including significant rules

« Inform equitable distribution of environmental benefits and reduce environmental
and health inequities
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How DOH is supporting the new school rule

Continue to track the rule’s progress and provide support.
Provide timely updates to school partners.
Listen and respond to feedback from our partners.

Create templates for required plans for schools.

Modify existing guidance and create new guidance to align with
the new school rule.

Work with our radon team to help identify potential funding
opportunities for radon test kits for schools.

Provide information sessions when the rule goes into effect.



DOH is creating templates for required plans

for schools
Completed:

Indoor air quality plan — plan for smaller or rural schools
Integrated pest management plan

Animals in the classroom plan

Working on:
Extreme temperature readiness plan
Radon testing plan
Plan for monitoring and mitigating carbon dioxide levels
Plan for periods of increased health risk or poor outdoor air quality

Indoor Air Quality plan — plan for larger schools or districts
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Additional guidance requests and support for
the new rule

New or recently updated:
Healthy Air for Healthy Schools Handout
Playground Safety in Warm Weather

Safe Cleaning and Disinfecting Guidance for Schools

K-12 Health & Safety Guide — updated Sept 2025
Coming soon:

ADA compliance in school playgrounds
Lighting guidance
Noise guidance

Playground safety following a flooding event
Mold in schools
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https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/333-243.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/333-243.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/333-419-EPH-Playground-Safety.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/333-419-EPH-Playground-Safety.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/333-344.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/333-344.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/333-355.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/333-355.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/333-355.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/333-355.pdf

New DOH School Rule Resources webpage

Connects schools  SChool Rule Resources
With resources to Our School Environmental Health and Safety Program promotes a safe

learning environment for K-12 students. We support topics such as Resources For
Su pport the new indoor air quality, pest management practices, cleaning and Schools

h I I disinfection, playground safety, and science, art and shop safety.
SCNOOI rule. Guidance and Templates

We work with local health jurisdictions, school districts and private for School Plans
schools, Tribal schools, the Office of Superintendent of Public

Instruction, and other agencies and organizations. We provide
guidance and technical expertise for the State Board of Health's school
environmental health and safety rule, Chapter 246-366 WAC.

Learn more about school environmental health and safety in Washington state:

¢ Health and Safety Guide for K-12 Schools in Washington State (PDF)

e School Environmental Health & Safety Resources webpage



https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/schools/school-rule-resources

Webpage is separated into sections

Each with an:

. Overview

- Links to templates

. Additional resources

Animals in Schools and Classrooms Plan Template

Hosting an animal in a classroom can be a rewarding
experience. Research suggests that an animal in the
classroom can benefit a student’s social, behavioral, and
academic performance. However, animals in classrooms
and on school grounds may present concerns of injury and
illness to students, staff, and visitors.

Before bringing an animal into a school, work with the head
of the school or the school district. Create a plan to ensure
you are ready before any issues arise. Schools or districts may prohibit animals from schools unless
explicitly approved. Service animals are exempt.

The animals in schools and classroom template offers best practice health and safety recommendations
to guide school policy. Copy this template and amend, add, or remove items to fit your specific needs.
The template includes a model of a teacher’s written plan for keeping a classroom animal. Areas
covered include:
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Templates are
designed to be
easy to fill in and
amend to fit each
school’s unique
needs.

Vol HEALTH

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Plan: Template for
Smaller Schools

Introduction

Maintaining adequate IAQ is an important part of promoting health, comfort, and a positive
learning environment for the students and staff at [SCHOOL OR DISTRICT NAME].

The IAQ goals for [SCHOOL OR DISTRICT NAME] are to:

e Minimize indoor air pollutants. This reduces the likelihood of health problems including

asthma, transmission of infections, allergies, and respiratory symptoms.

e Manage temperature, humidity, outdoor air, ventilation, and filtration to maintain
comfort and a positive learning environment.

[SCHOOL OR DISTRICT NAME] has developed this IAQ Plan to help reach our goals and meet
Washington Administrative Code (WAC) requirements for school IAQ plans. Sections
mandated by WAC or other laws are marked as mandated in the plan.
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Radon test kit — limited funding

Funds through EPA State Indoor Radon Grant (SIRG) Program
Program provides free test kits for homes and buildings

Available to public and private schools

Can provide up to 30 — 50 free kits per month depending on availability

Test kits may also be purchased and shipped to the lab for about
$20
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Radon test recommendations

Multiple tests will be needed. For each school, test:
Regularly occupied rooms on or below ground level
At least one room per floor above ground level
Every 2000 square feet for large open spaces like gyms
Portables

Test every 5 years, after radon mitigation, and after building
changes

National testing standard is available online for free
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Morgan Powell

Morgan.Powell@k12.wa.us

Randy Newman

Randy.newman@k12.wa.us

Washington Office of Superintendent of
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION



mailto:Morgan.Powell@k12.wa.us
mailto:Randy.newman@k12.wa.us

Healthy Kids,

The Legislature appropriated $12 million in the
2025-27 capital budget.

Grants are capped at $200,000 per district with
no matching requirement.

Funds are available in two categories:

* Nutrition — Cafeteria renovations, kitchen
equipment such as ovens or refrigerators,
garden and greenhouse equipment, and
water bottle filling stations.

e Physical health and physical education —
Playground equipment, covered play areas,
weight room equipment.

Grant closed January; 131 projects funded.

Healthy Schools

A greenhouse at Blaine High School.
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Indoor Air Quality Assessment

This grant will pay for a professional cost estimate
for mitigating indoor air quality deficiencies and a
cost estimate for capital project recommendations.
Grants are currently available and awarded at 40
cents a square foot:

FP 295 for districts over 3,000 students
FP 251 for districts under 3,000 students

Delong, D. (2020). Wildfire smoke obscures the Space Needle and the Seattle skyline in a
West . Retrieved September 25, 2023, from https://www.invw.org/.

view from Kerry Park. Investigate
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Indoor Air Quality Improvement

e This grant was for installation, repair, or replacement
of HVAC, air filtration enhancements and general air
qguality improvements that improve student health
and safety. School districts must have completed an
indoor air quality assessment to apply.

e S$7.84 million for school districts with enrollments
above 3,000 students. This grant funded 8 school
district HVAC projects.

* 5$31.66 million for school districts with enrollments less
than 3,000 students. This grant funded 14 school
district HVAC projects.
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Lead in Water Remediation

The 2021 Legislature passed HB 1139 which requires all
school drinking water fixtures to be tested for lead.

Department of Health is continuing to test schools at no
cost to the school.

Remediation is required for drinking water fixtures that test
above five parts per billion.

OSPI received $3.5 million in the capital budget for grants
to school districts with lead test results above 5 parts per
billion.

Grant funds can pay for replacement of fixtures or pipes, if
pipes are shown to be the cause of the elevated lead levels.

This grant is currently available in Form Package 504 and
will continue to be available until funds run out.

Siegal, M. (2019). A Seattle Public Schools administrator collects water for testing from a drinking fountain at Emerson
Elementary School in South Seattle. The Seattle Times . Retrieved September 20, 2023, from https://www.seattletimes.com/.
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The Small District Modernization Grant Program

Almira School District
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Who can apply?

Districts with an enrollment of 1,000 students or
less may apply.

State Tribal-Compact Schools.

Only permanent recognized educational
facilities will be considered.

There is no district matching funds requirement.

Modernization grants are awarded using the
advisory committee’s prioritization process.

Planning grant applications are currently open in
EGMS form package 509 and will close June 12.
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School District Health & Safety

Emergency Repair Pool
* Provides funding to districts to address needed building
system repairs or upgrades.

Requires school board resolution declaring
emergency.

OSPI reviews capital project fund balances.
2025-27 Budget $11 million

Districts can apply as long as funding available.
Building system must be inoperative

Urgent Repair
* Provides funding to districts to address needed building
system repairs or upgrades.

Districts are limited to a maximum $600,000 award
every three years.

Districts must demonstrate they have a consistent
commitment to address school facility needs.
2025-27 Budget $15 million

Monroe — Emergency Repair Pool — Beam
Replacement.
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Participating in the
rule making process




2027 Legislative Session




Now What?

* Upcoming listening sessions
Will file CR 101 on July 1
* Tribal engagement will be part of the process

* Draft plans for school use
* Make radon tests available as resources allow




SBOH Online Resource

WASHINGTON STATE Wil _ -
BOARDorHEALTH

Rulemaking School Environmental Health and Safety Rule

Agency Rulemaking ~ S'—'mmafY

Tribal Membership
School Environmental Health and the d g of the d rule, an er — o AEEOSSIT
Safety Rule rect dations e The 2l Wi 2ted in collaboration with ¢
| heal

= Stat

+ State Board of th Contact: Ash Noble, ash.noble@sboh.wa.gov
+ Receive u 5 about the Boards Sch nvironmental Health and Sa t: School Rule Project Interd

Form—under Policy Interest Areas, select "School Rule Project

Additional Background
In Their Own Words...
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Other Resources VP

®

The DOH-OSPI K-12 Guide

a~ EEEm|REEE gy
« DOH School EH&S webpage al :ann 2R an
— Guidance =
— Technical assistance https://doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment , _
Health and Safety Guide for K-12
— Plan temp|ates Coming Schools in Washington State

Washington State Department of Health and

Washington State Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction

Your local health webpage

— Guidance and technical S ey ey ey E—
assistance

Partners are your best resource!
Remember to reach out.
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THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health
at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov | TTY users can dial 711
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