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1. Governance & Oversight: 
Q: How does the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) oversee zoonotic risk 

specifically (not just animal welfare)? 

A: All animal research protocols require review and approval by the IACUC. As part of this process, 

Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S) evaluates protocols to identify occupational health and 

biosafety risks and establish appropriate mitigation measures.  

These may include: 

• Engineering controls 

• Administrative controls 

• Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

• Training requirements 

• Medical surveillance 

• Vaccination requirements 

EH&S communicates these requirements to Principal Investigators (PIs) or Responsible Parties (RPs) 

through an Occupational Health Recommendations (OHR) document and/or a Biological Use 

Authorization (BUA).  

Note: research involving biological hazards requires a BUA, issued by the Institutional Biosafety 

Committee. 

PIs/RPs are responsible for: 

• Communicating this information to personnel 

• Maintaining documentation in the workplace 

• Implementing required controls 

• Offering specified vaccinations and medical surveillance 

 
Q: When was the last external inspection (USDA AALAC, L&I, WSDA), and what were the findings?  
A:  
External Agency Result 

Washington State 

Department of Labor 

& Industries (L&I): 
 

Inspection date: December 30, 2025 

Trigger: Review of an incident involving water splash exposure during 

routine cage sanitation 

Scope: Workplace practices, PPE, training, operating procedures 

Outcome: Investigation closed with zero violations 

AAALAC: 

 
Site visit: June 22–30, 2023 (Seattle and Mesa, AZ facilities) 

Outcome: Full accreditation granted on March 18, 2024 

Details: Summary of findings and corrective actions available on the 

public website 

USDA: Last inspection (Seattle): May 19, 2026 

https://sites.uw.edu/oawrss/other-inspection-reports/
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 Status: Final report pending; will be posted publicly upon release 

Note: Prior inspection reports and corrective actions are publicly 

available 

 

 
 

Q: What inspections, if any, are routine and recurring? 
A: 

Oversight 

Body/Agency 

Inspection  

IACUC Inspects all animal housing and procedure spaces every 6 months. 

Conducts a semiannual program review, including occupational health, safety, 

training, and policy compliance 

Biosafety Officer 

(for biological 

research): 

Laboratory inspections required for:  

o New BUAs 

o BUA renewals 

Ensures compliance with biocontainment requirements before approval. 

BUAs are typically valid for up to 3 years or aligned with IACUC protocol 

expiration. 

USDA: 

unannounced 

inspections at least 

annually 

Inspects all animal housing and procedure spaces, food prep, equipment, 

and storage areas. 

Performs document review of animal records and SOPs, including PPE and 

injury response plans. 

OLAW: scheduled 

inspections at 

OLAW's discretion 

May inspect all animal housing and procedure spaces, food prep, 

equipment, and storage areas. 

May perform document review of animal records and SOPs, including PPE 

and injury response plans. 

AAALAC: scheduled 

site visit every 3 

years 

 

Inspects animal housing and procedure spaces, food prep, equipment, and 

storage areas 

Reviews submitted program description.  

Performs document review of animal records and SOPs 

Has an emphasis on animal care and use program as well as occupational 

health and safety, facility design and infrastructure. 

 

Q: Are these mandatory or voluntary inspections?  

A: 

https://sites.uw.edu/oawrss/usda-inspection-reports/
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Oversight Body/Agency Mandatory/Voluntary 

IACUC - Mandatory 

Biosafety Officer (for biological research) - Mandatory 

USDA - Mandatory 

OLAW - Mandatory 

AAALAC - Voluntary 

Can be requested by PI/RP - Voluntary 

 

2. Worker Exposure & Illness Control: 
The Washington National Biomedical Center (WaNBRC) has a dedicated Occupational Health 

Specialist that works closely with UW EH&S to ensure alignment. 

 

Q: Do you maintain a written Exposure Control Plan consistent with WAC 296-823? 

A: Yes. The UW Bloodborne Pathogens Program is documented in the UW Core Bloodborne 

Pathogens Exposure Control Plan (Appendix A of the UW Biosafety Manual). 

Additional components: 

- Site-specific Exposure Control Plans (ECPs) maintained by WANBRC or individual PIs via BUAs 

- Core ECP available through the EH&S website 

- Site-specific plans maintained locally by the PI or responsible party 

 

Q: How are zoonotic risks formally assessed? 

A: Zoonotic risks are assessed through institutional biosafety, occupational health, veterinary, and 

research oversight processes. 

This includes: 

- Formal risk assessments 

- Job hazard analyses 

- Evaluation of animal and human exposure risks 

- Implementation of appropriate control measures 

 

Q: Are risk assessments task-specific (e.g., necropsy vs. handling vs. transport)? 

A: Yes. Job categories have different risk profiles based on assigned duties for those positions. Risk 

assessments are performed whenever a new experiment, procedure, or project is developed. 

EH&S provides: 

- Laboratory risk assessment tools 
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- Consultation services for task-specific evaluations 

 

Q: What is your protocol for bites/scratches, mucous membrane exposure, and needle sticks? 

A: Personnel must: 

1. Perform immediate first aid (wash or flush affected area) 

2. Seek medical evaluation 

3. Report the incident 

Follow-up includes: 

- Exposure assessment 

- Documentation and incident reporting 

- Medical follow-up care 

  

3. Public Health & Zoonotic Disease Control: 
Q: Have any lab-acquired infections or zoonotic exposures been reported to public health 

authorities? 

A: Yes. Two incidents involving nonhuman primates (NHPs) infected with Zika virus were reported: 

• 2016: Necropsy exposure → reported to King County Public Health 

• 2018: CSF catheter procedure exposure → reported to Pierce County 

 
Q: Do you coordinate with local health jurisdictions on outbreak planning and/or emergency 

preparedness? 

A: Yes. 

- EH&S coordinates research-related emergency preparedness with local health jurisdictions 

- The Employee Health Center meets quarterly with Seattle-King County Public Health (SKCPH) 

 

Q: Are there written outbreak response plans that include notification triggers? 

A:Yes. The University maintains a communicable disease outbreak plan developed by the Advisory 

Committee on Communicable Diseases in collaboration with county public health partners. 

The plan is available on the UW emergency planning website. 

 

4. Animal Health & Disease Control: 
Q: What pathogens are routinely screened in primate colonies? 

A: Screened semiannually: 

- SIV 

- STLV 

- SRV (Type D) 

- Macacine herpesvirus 1 (B virus) 

https://www.washington.edu/uwem/emergency-plans/communicable-disease-outbreak-management-plan/
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- Tuberculosis (TB) 

- Measles virus 

- Trypanosoma cruzi (Chagas disease) 

- Coccidioides immitis (Valley Fever) 

- Simian varicella virus 

Additional testing may be performed based on clinical signs or regulatory requirements, and 

additional screening may occur prior to interstate shipment of animals based on requirements set forth 

by the state vet.  

 

Q: How frequently are animals tested, and by what methods? 

A: All testing is conducted semiannually or more often if clinically necessary. 

Pathogen Method 

SIV ELISA 

STLV ELISA 

SRV ELISA, PCR 

B virus ELISA 

TB Tuberculin skin test 

Measles ELISA 

Chagas ELISA 

Valley Fever IgG, IgM titers 

Varicella ELISA, PCR 

 

Q: How are reportable animal diseases identified and communicated to WSDA? 

A: Animals with clinical signs of any potentially reportable diseases will have diagnostics performed by 

clinical veterinary staff and may have necropsy/biopsy analysis by veterinary pathologists if such 

samples are obtained.  Any highly suspicious symptoms and any confirmed positive diagnostics are 

communicated to the Attending Veterinarian and then communicated properly depending on the specific 

disease agent. 

Here is the list of reportable diseases in Washington State: 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=16-70-020 

Here is the reporting procedure: 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=16-70-010 

 

Q: What is the quarantine protocol for newly acquired animals? 

A: Imported animals undergo a 30-day quarantine including: 

- Two veterinary exams 

- Two TB tests 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=16-70-020__;!!K-Hz7m0Vt54!gC4YsAD2DCcbHeMLin-HuBcUTTtzdPrKPPfqAw6IijCYqcybuw0DqbCHGHxYvB4ILuoVMNtTJjiWmNw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=16-70-010__;!!K-Hz7m0Vt54!gC4YsAD2DCcbHeMLin-HuBcUTTtzdPrKPPfqAw6IijCYqcybuw0DqbCHGHxYvB4ILuoVMNtTLkY_RcY$
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- Pathogen screening 

- CBC and serum chemistry 

- Treatment for enteric parasites (praziquantel, fenbendazole, ivermectin) 

 

Q: Are there any surveillance programs in place? 

A: Yes. 

- Semiannual pathogen screening 

- Daily observation by husbandry and veterinary staff 

- Immediate veterinary evaluation for clinical signs 

- In-house diagnostic lab (PCR and culture for enteric and respiratory pathogens) 

 

5. Incident Reporting & Escalation: 
Q: What events trigger reporting to regulatory agencies? 

A: 

Agency Triggering Event 

L&I (Worker injury/illness): − Within 8 hours: fatality or hospitalization 

− Within 24 hours: amputation or loss of an eye 

DOH (Notifiable disease): − Reportable diseases per state requirements 

WSDA (Animal disease): 

The Attending Veterinarian is 

responsible for ensuring 

timely reporting to WSDA in 

accordance with state 

requirements. 

 

− Reportable animal diseases per WAC 16-70-010 requirements 

− Highly suspicious or confirmed diagnoses of state, federal and 

World Animal Health Association listed reportable animal 

diseases are reported to WSDA via the online reporting portal 

(Reportable Diseases | Washington State Department of 

Agriculture).  This is a multi-agency reporting tool that will 

include notification of DOH when needed. 

   

Q: Can you provide an example of an incident requiring multi-agency reporting? 

A: The university follows established procedures to ensure timely reporting to all applicable agencies, 

with coordinated communication across jurisdictions when required. There are currently no examples 

where we have had to report to institute multi-agency communication regarding zoonotic or public 

health issues. We do standardly rely on multi-agency communications for other aspects of our 

animal care program.  

 

6. Environmental & Waste Controls:  
Q: How is waste (bedding, carcasses, sharps) contained and treated? 

A: Waste is managed based on hazard classification: 

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/animal-health/reportable-diseases
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/animal-health/reportable-diseases
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o Bedding: Treated as biohazardous waste; autoclaved prior to disposal 

o Sharps: Collected in approved red sharps containers labelled with the biohazardous symbol; 

picked up by a licensed medical sharps vendor 

o Carcasses: Handled by trained staff and disposed of through regulated medical waste vendors 

 

6. PPE & Training: 
Q: What PPE is required, and how is compliance enforced? 

A: PPE requirements are task- and risk-based and defined in SOPs and risk assessments. PPE is 

required upon entry to animal areas and staff work in highly visible areas where they are held 

accountable for following posted PPE requirements by peers and supervisory staff.   

Includes: 

- Protective clothing 

- Gloves 

- Eye/face protection 

- Respiratory protection 

Compliance is reinforced through: 

- Training 

- Posted signage 

- Supervisory oversight 

- Corrective actions for noncompliance 

 

Q: How often are staff trained on zoonotic disease risk? 

A: 

- At onboarding (with occupational health staff) 

- Through recurring safety training 

- Via procedure- and protocol-specific instruction 

- Hazard signage is posted at room entrances 

- SOPs are accessible to personnel 

 

Q: Are competency assessments documented (not just attendance)? 

A: Yes. Initial training is provided through a combination of self-guided reading, interactive e-

learning modules, and in-person training.  E-learning modules include exercises to demonstrate 

proficiency and post-course exams that must be passed at 100%.  All staff work one-on-one with 

supervisors prior to undertaking independent work and must demonstrate competency prior to 

working without supervision.  

 

Q: Is there specialized training for high-risk procedures? 
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A: Yes. Additional, procedure-specific training is required for high-risk activities based on identified 

hazards and exposure risks. 
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