From: Itle, Amber (AGR)

To: Dinardo, Molly (SBOH); Lipton, Beth A (DOH)

Cc: Oltean, Hanna (DOH); Sprague, Samantha J (DOH); Noble, Ash A (SBOH)
Subject: RE: Public Comment from PETA

Date: Monday, June 1, 2026 2:19:55 PM

Hi All,

Thanks for sharing this concern from PETA. WSDA has worked with our DOH partners for many
years to streamline reporting for rapid response to notifiable zoonotic disease conditions to
protect public health. The mission of the State Veterinarian is to protect and enhance animal
health and animal well-being, promote the economic vitality of the livestock industry by
minimizing exposure to animal diseases and safeguard the citizens of Washington State by
identifying and limiting the exposure to zoonotic diseases.

WSDA relies on veterinarians and laboratories to report confirmed cases of reportable
diseases defined in WAC 16-70 in the WSDA Animal Disease Reporting Platform. The tool
may also be used to report new or unusual animal diseases or disease clusters with potential
public health significance, including zoonotic or potentially zoonotic diseases in animals
that have never or rarely been observed in WA, or appear in a new species or show evidence of
higher pathogenicity than expected, or appear in a higher-than-expected number of animals
clustered in time or space. The list of diseases that licensed veterinarians and veterinary
laboratories must report to the state veterinarian as described in WAC 16-70-010 and 16-70-
015. Itincludes diseases listed by the state veterinarian, by World Organization of Animal
Health (WOAH) on the WOAH notifiable disease list, and by the state board of health under
chapter 246-101 WAC.

Reportable diseases may be actionable or non-actionable. The response is contingent on
many factors such as overall risk of disease, economic impact of the disease, whether the
disease is considered endemic or not. Private veterinarians are responsible for the care,
treatment and follow up for endemic diseases, but the state may collect the data to
understand diseases trends over time. Any reportable zoonotic diseases are immediately
reported to the DOH. The DOH determines which diseases to include based on the public
health risk, selecting those high consequence diseases to respond to based on resources.

The WSDA Reportable Disease process:

1. Theregional field veterinarian will request the reporting veterinarian use the online
Reportable Animal Disease database (RAD) form including epi information and lab
reports (if they haven’t already) and the required reporting requirements WAC 16-70-

2. Once the private veterinarian submits the RAD report, the report is automatically sent to
all WSDA regional field veterinarians for any follow-up that is needed for animal health.
® |fthe disease is zoonotic, the DOH Zoonotic and Vector Borne Disease program is
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automatically notified as soon as the reporting veterinarians submits the lab report.
DOH and the LHJ will follow up on actionable diseases that threaten public health.
This may include outreach/ education, symptom monitoring or PPE
recommendations.
® |fthe disease is actionable, the regional field veterinarian will contact the facility

owner/manager, provide them with disease specific information, and place a hold or
quarantine order as appropriate. In these cases, it is preferred to work with the
private veterinarian during all aspects of the investigation. If a quarantine is
established, the field veterinarian will work with the owner/ lab and private
veterinarian to monitor disease and establish good biosecurity. Depending on the
infectious agent, quarantine release will happen after no new cases and laboratory
confirmatory testing determine the risk is reduced enough to be reasonably assured
there will be no spread of the infectious agent.

3. If warranted, public communication or a press release is issued (either single agency or

joint).

| also understand that there are some specific concerns about primates. Veterinarians at
research facilities are required to use the same reportable disease system for primates or
other research animals when a laboratory confirmed notifiable condition is identified per 16-
70 WAC. They are also under the regulatory oversight of USDA Animal Care under the Animal
Welfare Act and USDA APHIS Licensing and Registration and Institutional Animal Care and
Use Program (IACUC). There are also voluntary animal welfare programs that some
participate in such as AAALAC. Often in our experience, PPE and human health protections
are optimized in controlled, laboratory and zoo settings. DOH can speak to the number of
cases of zoonotic disease reports as a result of direct exposure to infected primates and the
risk to workers inresearch settings specifically.

Thanks for reaching out. Let us know if you need any additional information.

Amber

o
Amber Itle VMD MS | Washington State Veterinarian | H E E
Washington State Department of Agriculture )
Office: 360-902-1878 | Cell: 360-961-4129 | agrwa.gov ~ From: Dinardo, Molly (SBOH)
<Molly.Dinardo@sboh.wa.gov>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2026 12:41 PM
To: Itle, Amber (AGR)
<Altle@agr.wa.gov>; Lipton, Beth A
(DOH) <Beth.Lipton@doh.wa.gov>
Cc: Oltean, Hanna (DOH) <Hanna.Oltean@DOH.WA.GOV>; Sprague, Samantha J (DOH)
<Samantha.Sprague@doh.wa.gov>; Noble, Ash A (SBOH) <ash.noble@sboh.wa.gov>
Subject: FW: Public Comment from PETA
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FYA — sharing ahead of the petition for rulemaking discussion scheduled for our
Thursday Board meeting.

We have received several follow-up emails from PETA with additional exhibits and
supplemental materials to their petition since we last spoke.

From: DOH WSBOH <WSBOH@SBOH.WA.GOV>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2026 12:30 PM

To: Noble, Ash A (SBOH) <ash.noble@sboh.wa.gov>

Cc: Dinardo, Molly (SBOH) <Molly.Dinardo@sboh.wa.gov>; Bauman, Shay (SBOH)
<Shay.Bauman@shboh.wa.gov>; Davis, Michelle (SBOH) <Michelle.Davis@sboh.wa.gov>; Bell, Ashley
P (SBOH) <Ashley.Bell@sboh.wa.gov>

Subject: FW: Public Comment from PETA

FYl -from PETA Senior Counsel. This will go out today in Public Comments, but thought you
might appreciate a heads up.

From: Regina Lazarus <Reginal @petaf.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2026 1:14 PM

To: DOH WSBOH <WSBOH@SBOH.WA.GOV>
Subject: Public Comment from PETA

External Email

Dear Washington State Board of Health,

Please find the attached public comment that People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals is
submitting in advance of the June 4, 2026, meeting. Please confirm receipt. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Regina Lazarus
Senior Counsel
PETA Foundation
862-283-1517 Mobile
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