
2026 STATE HEALTH REPORT

Communities across Washington are facing shared challenges that are
putting pressure on the systems supporting health and well-being. The
2026 State Health Report identified seven key statewide priorities that
shaped the Board's selection of two cross-cutting focus areas for
coordinated statewide action.
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System Capacity & Infrastructure
Responding to health challenges requires strong

systems, workforce capacity, and coordinated services. 

Communities are experiencing:
• Workforce shortages and service gaps
• Strain on public health and health care infrastructure
• Challenges with data access and emergency response capacity

Protect and sustain Foundational Public Health Services
Strengthen coordination across health systems
Improve data access to support decision-making and ensure
Tribal health authorities receive data in alignment with Tribal
data sovereignty

Opportunities for state leadership:
The Board will support these efforts over the next biennium.
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Environmental & Climate Resilience
The conditions where people live, learn, 

work, and play shape health and well-being.

Communities are experiencing:
• Increasing climate-related risks (extreme heat, wildfire smoke)
• Challenges maintaining healthy and safe environments
• The need for stronger coordination across systems
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Opportunities for state leadership:
The Board will support these efforts over the next biennium.
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Strengthen environmental health infrastructure and climate
preparedness
Support updated K-12 environmental health standards
Improve coordination across public health, housing, and
education

https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/Tab04p_2026StateHealthReport_Aug26.pdf

