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Background 

According to the EPA, indoor air pollution is among the top five environmental risks to public 

health. Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) problems in schools may increase respiratory infections, 

asthma, coughing, eye irritation, headaches, allergic reactions, and other adverse health effects. 

Improving IAQ in schools is vital to the comfort and health of students and staff, promotes 

positive educational outcomes, and decreases school absenteeism. 

Purpose of a School IAQ Plan 

WAC 246-370-070 requires Washington schools to adopt a written IAQ plan. An IAQ plan refers 

to a set of written procedures and practices that schools or districts can use to prevent and 

control IAQ problems. 

EPA IAQ Tools for Schools provides model IAQ plans. 

Key Points of a School IAQ Plan 

• Addresses IAQ training for staff 

• Designates key school staff to oversee the IAQ plan 

• Periodic walkthrough inspections of the school facilities 

• Cleaning and maintenance that addresses dust, mold, and other pollutants 

• Chemical management that includes proper storage and disposal of chemicals 

• Preventive maintenance including regular inspection of heating, ventilation, and cooling 

systems to ensure optimal performance 

• Procedures to protect students and staff from dust and contaminants during building 

renovations and construction activities 

• A policy for animals and plants 

• Responding to complaints and follow-up actions 

• Plans to address toxic materials such as mold, asbestos, lead, radon, pesticides, and 

mercury 

• Plans to address poor ventilation, elevated indoor contaminant levels, such as airborne 

viral outbreaks, and poor outdoor air quality 

https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/WAC%20246-370%20School%20Environmental%20Health%20and%20Safety%20Rule%20Report%202025-06-30_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iaq-schools/why-indoor-air-quality-important-schools
https://www.epa.gov/iaq-schools

