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Readiness Plans

School Integrated Pest Management Plan

Background

Pests can pose big problems in schools. Mice and cockroaches can trigger asthma, mice and
rats transmit infectious diseases, and termites can damage structures making them unsafe.
However, pesticides can harm student health and the environment, and they pose risks to
children’s developing bodies.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a well-established method to control pests by removing
sources of food, water, and shelter. When necessary, schools may use the least toxic chemical
pesticide. An IPM works to exclude pests from the building and surrounding area by making
structural improvements, keeping facilities clean, doing repairs, and educating occupants. An
IPM can help schools protect the health and safety of students and staff while reducing costs
over time.

Purpose of a School IPM Plan

An IPM plan outlines how a school or district prevents and excludes pests and when it will have
to use pesticides. It includes minimum requirements for a school or district to meet Chapter 246-
370-070 (1)(c) WAC. It also incorporates best practices to achieve the health and financial
benefits of an IPM.

Key Points of a School IPM Plan

o Aschool or district IPM policy statement

¢ Roles and responsibilities of a designated coordinator, administrators, and all staff
e Monitoring procedures and pest population thresholds for action

e Prevention and control methods

¢ Training and communication resources for staff, students, and parents

o Expectations and agreements with contractors

e Links to Washington pesticide regulations
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