
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

June 15, 2026 

Susan Audett 

2312 122nd Ave E 

Edgewood, WA 98372 

Sent Via Email 

Dear Susan Audett: 

This letter provides formal notice that the Washington State Board of Health (Board) 

denied your petition for rulemaking, submitted on April 22, 2026, at its regular meeting 

on June 4, 2026, for the reasons described below. 

The petition requested that the Board amend WAC 246-272A-0250 to explicitly require 

that all on-site sewage (OSS) system components be installed in accordance with 

manufacturer instructions and applicable code requirements, and that similar language be 

added to DOH 337-009. 

Board members were provided with the petition and all supporting materials soon after 

staff received them. These materials were also included in the Board's packet and posted 

to the Board's website. At the meeting, Board staff provided information about the scope 

of the existing rule, feedback from local health jurisdictions, and other considerations for 

the Board. 

Board members discussed the current OSS inspection framework, in which inspections 

occur while the system is open, and components are visible. Board members noted that 

verifying installation of pipe bedding and compaction in accordance with manufacturer 

instructions and applicable code requirements would require an inspector to be present in 

real time before backfilling, which would be difficult for local health jurisdictions to 

consistently implement. 

Board members also discussed the specific situation that led to the submission of this 

petition to the Board and confirmed the installer's certification in this situation was 

suspended. Board members acknowledged that local health jurisdictions have discretion 

under WAC 246-272A-0013(8) to address installation standards through local regulations 

or enforcement. This includes addressing situations where installation does not comply 

with manufacturer instructions. 
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Board members also heard that the Department of Health intends to incorporate language 

similar to your petition into its guidance documents through a revision already underway, 

which should address the concerns raised in your petition, without the need for statewide 

rulemaking.  

 

For these reasons, the Board denied your petition.  

 

Available options for appeal or other review may be determined by consulting the 

Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.  

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Patty Hayes, RN MN 

Board Chair 

 

 


