
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 

June 15, 2026 

 

William Osmunson, DDS, MPH    

Washington Action for Safe Water 

 

Sent Via Email 

 

Dear Dr. Osmunson: 

 

This letter provides formal notice that the Washington State Board of Health (Board) 

denied your petition for rulemaking, submitted on April 16, 2026, at its regular meeting 

on June 4, 2026 for the reasons described below. 

 

The petition requested that the Board adopt a rule requiring an affirmative, independent 

safety determination for any substance intentionally added to public drinking water for 

disease prevention or other public health purposes and further requested that NSF/ANSI 

Standard 60 certification not constitute such a determination on its own. 

 

Board members were provided with the petition and all supporting materials when they 

were received. These materials were also included in the Board's packet and posted to the 

Board's website. At the Board meeting, Board staff provided background information 

about the petition. 

 

Board members noted that this petition overlaps substantially with prior petitions 

submitted by the petitioner and previously denied by the Board, and that the reasons for 

denial of those petitions apply equally here.1 Board members further noted that the Board 

 
1 See Response to Petition 27 sent February 12, 2026 “Board members noted that the petition asked the 

Board to adopt a rule prescribing the Board’s internal review processes within rules for Group A Public 

Water Supplies, and in a manner that goes beyond the Board’s authority, noting that this request may be 

better suited for the legislature.” Petition 28 sent February 13, 2026 “the Board does not have capacity or 

expertise to independently replicate evidence reviews done by national or international bodies. A Board 

member with clinical expertise commented that making safety decisions for the public requires trust in 

science and research. Board members also noted that adopting rules regarding the Board’s internal 

decision-making would create barriers for future Boards to evaluate evidence.”; Petition 30 sent February 

13, 2026 “public health decisions are based on the best science available at the time of a decision, and that 

science is constantly evolving. Board members highlighted anticipating additional presentations from the 

Department in the future, including the outcome of the Department’s ethics review. Board members 

expressed that federal authorities may have the resources to do further investigations focused on population 

exposure regarding fluoride and determined that the request is outside of the Board’s regulatory purview.”; 

and Petition 33 sent February 18, 2026 “Board members noted that this petition overlaps with other 

petitions submitted by the petitioner and denied by the Board. They reiterated that the Board does not use 
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has not relied on NSF/ANSI Standard 60 certification as the basis for its position on the 

safety of community water fluoridation. The Board's rules are aligned with federal 

standards established under the Safe Drinking Water Act, including the maximum 

contaminant level for fluoride set by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

and the optimal fluoride level established by the Department of Health and Human 

Services. Board members acknowledged that the Board does not have capacity to conduct 

such a determination, nor does it have the resources to commission a third party to do so. 

Consequently, the Board denied this petition.  

 

Available options for appeal or other review may be determined by consulting the 

Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Patty Hayes, RN, MN 

Chair 

 

 

 
water system regulations to establish what would be internal procedural safety determination processes and 

noted that the action proposed is better suited for discussion with the legislature. 


