
 

  
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 

June 15, 2026 

 

Lisa Jones-Engel, Ph.D. 

 

Sent Via Email 

 

 

Dear Dr. Jones-Engel, 

 

This letter provides formal notice that the Washington State Board of Health (Board) 

denied your petition for rulemaking, submitted on April 6, 2026, at its meeting on June 4, 

2026, for the reasons described below. 

 

The petition requested the Board initiate rulemaking to accomplish two objectives: 

1. Require research facilities to report all notifiable conditions in nonhuman 

primates (NHPs) in their custody to the Washington State Department of Health 

(DOH). 

2. Add methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) to the lists of notifiable 

conditions in Chapter 246-101 WAC. 

The petition supported these requests with several arguments. Firstly, the absence of 

reporting requirements for zoonotic notifiable conditions present in NHPs house in 

research facilities is a critical oversight that endangers public health. Secondly, human 

exposure to zoonotic diseases from NHPs in research facilities is real. Thirdly, the 

physical proximity of NHPs housed in the UW’s Animal Research and Care Facilities 

and the Magnuson Health Sciences Building amplifies the public health risk. Fourthly, 

classifying MRSA as a notifiable condition is a basic and necessary risk management 

measure to protect public health. 

The Board was provided with the petition and all supporting materials, including 

materials submitted on May 31, 2026. The petition and all supporting materials were also 

included in the Board’s meeting packet and posted to the Board’s website. The Board 

also heard from you and other members of the public who offered support for the petition 

during the Board’s scheduled public comment period. 

At the Board’s meeting on June 4, 2026, Board staff provided information relevant to the 

petition, including the scope of the current notifiable condition rules. This presentation 
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also included comments from Dr. Amber Itle, State Veterinarian with the Washington 

State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) and Dr. Beth Lipton, State Public Health 

Veterinarian with DOH. After consideration and discussion, the Board denied your 

petition. 

Related to the petition’s request to require research facilities to report all notifiable 

conditions in NHP in their custody to DOH, the Board determined that the existing 

reporting structure for zoonotic diseases is sufficiently protective of public health, and 

that adding the reporting requirement requested would lead to redundancy and/or 

necessitate extensive changes throughout the healthcare reporting system in Washington 

State without clear public health benefit.  

The regulatory reporting and response structure for notifiable conditions in Washington 

State is extensive and includes DOH, WSDA, and the Department of Labor & Industries. 

Outbreaks and suspected outbreaks in humans are reportable to State and local health 

officials by health care providers and facilities (see WAC 246-101-101 through WAC 

246-101-120). New, emerging, or unusual animal diseases or disease clusters with 

potential public health significance are reportable by WSDA to DOH (see WAC 246-

101-805 through WAC 246-101-810). In addition, Chapter 16-70 WAC requires 

veterinarians and veterinary laboratories to report certain diseases and conditions to 

WSDA. Research labs that house NHP are also subject to additional federal regulations 

pertaining to animals in research laboratory settings. 

 

The Board heard from Dr. Itle and Dr. Lipton specifically about the detailed and 

collaborative relationship between WSDA and DOH as it relates to zoonotic disease 

reporting, facility safety and the medical care received by animals at research 

laboratories. Both Dr. Itle and Dr. Lipton spoke to their opinions that the current 

reporting system struck an appropriate balance between being protective of public health 

and finite resources available to conduct this work. Dennis Worsham, Secretary of 

Health, also reported to the Board that DOH (the agency under which the Notifiable 

Conditions Program is located) did not perceive a gap in the current reporting structure as 

suggested by the Petition. 

 

Turning to the petition’s request to add MRSA as a notifiable condition, the Board 

determined that adding MRSA to the lists of notifiable conditions in Chapter 246-101 

WAC would be unduly burdensome without generating meaningful improvements in 

public health or public health data collection.  

 

The Board discussed the endemic nature of MRSA colonization, which is present in 1-2% 

of the general population. Active MRSA infections (MRSA bacteremia) in humans are 

generally contracted in healthcare related settings. Hospitals are required to report MRSA 

bacteremia through the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN). The Board found 

that adding detected MRSA colonies, as well as identified MRSA outbreaks and 

infections to the list of notifiable conditions in Chapter 246-101 WAC would create 

regulatory redundancy without generating meaningful improvements in public health or 

public health data collection. 
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Based on the discussion that occurred at the Board’s meeting, the Board ultimately 

determined to deny your petition at this time. 

Available options for appeal or other review may be determined by consulting the 

Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.  

Sincerely, 

Patty Hayes 

Board Chair 

cc: Governor Bob Ferguson 

cc: Derek Sandison, Director, Washington State Department of Agriculture 

cc: Dennis Worsham, Secretary, Washington State Department of Health 


