
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Dr. Bill Osmunson, 

DOH WSBOH 
Friday, July 17, 2026 9:23 AM 
Bill Osmunson 
Re : Petition 40, cumulative exposure 

Thank you for submitting Petition 40 to the Washington State Board of Health (Board) 
on June 17, 2026, requesting adoption of a new section within chapter 246-290 WAC 
requiring the Department of Health (Department) and Board to identify and publicly 
disclose the cumulative fluoride exposure information relied upon before 
recommending, promoting, supporting, or endorsing fluoridation of a public water 
supply. This petition will not be scheduled for Board consideration for the reasons 
given below. 

Before scheduling a rules petition for Board consideration, Board staff are required to 
conduct a preliminary screening of the petition pursuant to the Board's Policy 2005-
001: Responding to Petitions for Rulemaking. One of the factors considered as part of 
this preliminary screening is that the petition must request adoption, amendment, or 
repeal of a "rule" as defined in the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), RCW 34.05, 
at RCW 34.05.010(16). 

Your petition requests that the Board adopt a rule requiring the Department and Board 
identify, review, and publicly disclose the scientific information and assumptions they 
rely upon when making recommendations, guidance, or public communications 
concerning fluoridation. The proposed rule would apply to the Department's and 
Board's internal process for compiling, evaluating, and documenting the evidentiary 
basis for their own recommendations. The proposed rule would impact the 
Department and Board, and not any other person. 

Based on the definition of a "rule" in the APA, your petition does not request adoption 
of a "rule" because the proposed rule is not generally applicable, the proposed rule 
does not fall within one of the five categories in RCW 34.05.010(16)(a)-(e), and the 
proposed rule is a statement concerning only the internal management of an agency 
that does not affect private rights or procedures available to the public pursuant to 
RCW 34.05.010(16)(i). As such, this request is not suited for rulemaking. It may be 
better addressed through avenues such as internal policy, guidance, or legislative 
action. 

Thank you, 

WASHINGTON STATE. 
BOARDo HEALTH 

Phone: (360) 236-4110 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990 

Location • Website • Email • Facebook • Subscribe 
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From: Bill Osmunson <billosmunson3@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2026 8:49 AM 
To: DOH WSBOH <WSBOH@SBOH.WA.GOV>; Worsham, Dennis E (DOH) 
<Dennis.Worsham@doh.wa.gov>; Jenks, Lauren (DOH) <Lauren.Jenks@DOH.WA.GOV>; Christie, 
Emerson C (DOH) <Emerson.Christie@doh.wa.gov> 
Subject: Petition 40, cumulative exposure 

I External Email I 
Dear Board of Health, 
Attached is our "Petition for Rule on Cumulative Fluoride Exposure Information Relied 
upon." Petition 40. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 
Washington Action for Safe Water 
Bill Osmunson DDS MPH contact 
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