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Dear Dr. Bill Osmunson,

Thank you for submitting Petition 41 to the Washington State Board of Health (Board) on
July 16, 2026, requesting adoption of a rule requiring the Board to prepare and maintain
a documented scientific evidence review before adopting, continuing, amending, or
recommending any significant public health decision involving population-wide
exposure to a chemical substance. This petition will not be scheduled for Board
consideration for the reasons given below.

Before scheduling a rules petition for Board consideration, Board staff are required to
conduct a preliminary screening of the petition pursuant to the Board's Policy 2005-001:
Responding to Petitions for Rulemaking. One of the factors considered as part of this
preliminary screening is that the petition must request adoption, amendment, or repeal
of a "rule" as defined in the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) at RCW 34.05.010(16).

Your petition requests adoption of a rule establishing a structured framework governing
how the Board evaluates and documents scientific evidence supporting its public health
decisions. This rule would apply to the Board's own internal process for compiling,
evaluating, and documenting the evidentiary basis for its determinations. The rule would
not apply generally to the public, or generally to a class of individuals.

Based on the definition of a "rule" in the APA, your petition does not request adoption of
a "rule" because the proposed rule is not one of general applicability, the proposed rule
does not fall within one of the enumerated grounds in RCW 34.05.010(16)(a)-(e), and the
proposed rule is excluded from the definition of a "rule" because it would amount to a
statement concerning only the internal management of an agency that does not affect
private rights or procedures available to the public pursuant to RCW 34.05.010(16)(i). As
such, this request is not suited for rulemaking.

Thank you,
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From: Bill Osmunson <billosmunson3@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 4:20 PM
To: DOH WSBOH <WSBOH@SBOH.WA.GOV>; Worsham, Dennis E (DOH)
<Dennis.Worsham@doh.wa.gov>; Jenks, Lauren (DOH) <Lauren.Jenks@DOH.WA.GOV>; Christie,
Emerson C (DOH) <Emerson.Christie@doh.wa.gov>
Subject: Petition 41 Accountability
 

External Email
Dear Washington Board of Health,

Attached is Petition for Rule #41.

Thank you for your careful consideration.
Sincerely,
Washington Action for Safe Water
Bill Osmunson DDS MPH
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