
 

 

 

 

 

 

From: DOH WSBOH 
To: Terri DiMartino 
Subject: Re: Lucas Petty Act (RCW 43.70.775) 
Date: Friday, July 31, 2026 12:51:54 PM 
Attachments: Outlook-A close up.png 

Dear Terri DiMartino, 

Thank you for reaching out to the Washington State Board of Health (Board) regarding 
the Lucas Petty Act and the Board’s oversight of local opioid response strategies. 

The Lucas Petty Act requires the Department of Health (Department) and the Office of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to take several actions (see RCW 
43.70.775 and RCW 28A.300.474). This includes a requirement in RCW 43.70.775(1) for 
the Department to develop, implement, and maintain a statewide drug overdose 
prevention and awareness campaign to address the drug overdose epidemic. 

The Lucas Petty Act also requires the Department to “submit a report to the appropriate 
committees of the legislature on the content and distribution of the statewide drug 
overdose prevention and awareness campaign” (RCW 43.70.775(4)). The Department’s 
2025 report can be found here: DOH Opioid Overdose Prevention Campaigns, and the 
Department’s 2026 report can be found here: Drug Overdose Prevention Campaigns. For 
additional information about the Department’s development and implementation of this 
campaign, please reach out to Nikki Ostergaard at the Department of Health at 
Nikki.Ostergaard@doh.wa.gov. 

The Lucas Petty Act did not grant the Board any role in the development and 
implementation of the statewide drug overdose prevention and awareness campaign. As 
a result, the Board has not developed or implemented any initiatives to support the 
Lucas Petty Act. 

Additionally, the Board has not been engaged in evaluating local opioid response 
strategies. The Board has only a limited oversight role over local health officers and 
administrative officers under RCW 70.05.120 for specific violations of law. This oversight 
role does not encompass local boards of health or regional health districts. 

We hope this information is helpful to you. 

Thank you, 
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From: Terri DiMartino <girldog2007@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2026 9:06 PM 
To: DOH WSBOH <WSBOH@SBOH.WA.GOV> 
Subject: Lucas Petty Act (RCW 43.70.775) 

External Email 
Dear Washington State Board of Health, 

I am writing as a resident of Clallam County to inquire about the Washington Board of 
Health's current initiatives to support the Lucas Petty Act (RCW 43.70.775) 

Additionally, I would like to better understand the state's oversight regarding local opioid 
response strategies. In my view, our local health officer, Dr. Alison Berry, has not provided 
sufficient education to young people or the broader county regarding the fentanyl crisis. While 
Clallam County is allocating significant funding toward harm reduction, there appears to be no 
effort by program staff to encourage repeated fentanyl users toward a recovery-first path. 

Could you please clarify what steps the Washington Board of Health is taking regarding the 
Lucas Petty Act, and whether the approach taken by Clallam County aligns with the 
expectations for all health officers across Washington State? 

Thank you, 
Mrs. Terri DiMartino 
Clallam County resident 
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