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_ Every two years, the Washington State Board of Health (Board)
— ~ submits a State Health Report (SHR) to the Governor and Legislature.
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Required by state law, the report identifies public health priorities and
recommends policy actions to improve health across Washington State.

The 2024 State Health Report included seven recommendations for statewide
action. This document provides some high-level updates on activities, policy
developments, and other actions related to those recommendations over the
past two years. It is not a complete list of all statewide actions or developments.

6 DATA EQUITY

During the past two legislative sessions, lawmakers introduced several bills related to data
equity, disaggregated data collection, and data sovereignty (SB 5784 2025-26, SB 6315 2025-
26, HB 2685 2025-26). Although these bills did not pass, they have helped conversations
continue about data reform and the need to improve data equity in Washington State. The
Board continues to highlight data equity as a priority and has included it as a recommendation in
its 2026 report. Tribal governments, community leaders, and governmental organizations also
continue to acknowledge the urgency and importance of data equity and data sovereignty.
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\Ljﬂ HEALTHCARE ACCESS

Access to healthcare remains a major challenge in Washington State. Although the Board does
not have direct authority related to healthcare access, it continues to work with partners and
share information on this issue. Recent federal policy changes, including H.R. 1, will affect
health coverage for many Washington residents. In response, policymakers and state and local
partners continue to explore ways to improve access to care. For example, the Department of
Health identified access to care as one of two key policy priorities in its State Health
Improvement Plan (SHIP). The Governor’s Office and Office of the Insurance Commissioner
(OIC) also introduced a bill this year to preserve access to preventive services in Washington
State. The Board supported this effort by signing in during committee hearings and submitting
comments of support to legislators. The bill passed and went into effect in March 2026.

— ?ﬂ COMMUNITY-DRIVEN SERVICES

In 2024, the Board submitted a letter to the Washington Pharmacy Quality Assurance
Commission in support of their proposed rules on prescription drug label accessibility standards.
In its letter, the Board encouraged additional support for culturally appropriate and accurate
multilingual translations. The Board supports improving access to prescription information in a
person’s preferred language and considers it a fundamental right. The new accessibility
standards take effect January 22, 2027. Additionally, the Board continues to build strong internal
practices for language access in our meetings and materials by providing staff guidance,
offering interpretation at all meetings, and translating all vital documents into Spanish. The
Board also provides translations into additional languages upon request.
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https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-08/REVISED%202024%20State%20Health%20Report.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-08/REVISED%202024%20State%20Health%20Report.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5784&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6315&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2685&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/WSBOH%20Powers%20and%20Duties%20Final%20Draft.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/WSBOH%20Powers%20and%20Duties%20Final%20Draft.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/state-health-improvement-plan
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/state-health-improvement-plan
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/about-us/current-initiatives/preserving-preventive-services
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2242-S.SL.pdf?q=20260617083341
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/Tab04e_WSBOH%20Public%20Comment_PQAC%20Proposed%20Rules%20for%20Accessible%20Prescription%20Labels_October%202024.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-945
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-945
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SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

In 2025, the Board held a year-long workgroup to develop new draft School Environmental
Health and Safety rules. The draft rules address topics such as indoor air quality, water quality,
playground safety, and extreme temperatures. During the 2026 legislative session, the
Legislature approved the Board to begin Phase 1 of rulemaking. This work began in July 2026.
The Board continues to request support from the Governor, Legislature, and partners to
advance future phases. This topic also remains a key priority for the Board’s 2026 report.

STRENGTHEN INVESTMENTS

The 2024 SHR recommended strengthening investments in Washington’s Foundational Public
Health Services. Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) funding supports the Board, local
health jurisdictions, Sovereign Tribes, and the Department of Health in providing critical public
health services. Over the past two years, the Legislature reduced FPHS funding by 20% and
faces an additional $21 million annual cut beginning in the next budget cycle. These reductions
weaken the public health system’s ability to respond to health threats and serve communities.
Strengthening and sustaining FPHS funding remains a priority in the 2026 report.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

The Board continues to support the Department of Health (Department) in completing
environmental justice assessments (EJAs) for relevant rulemaking projects. Board policy
advisors and the Tribal Liaison have partnered with Department staff on EJAs for joint and
delegated rulemaking efforts. Although the Board is not required by law to complete EJAs, it
continues to participate in and learn from this work. The Board has also begun updating its
internal processes to better consider the needs and perspectives of communities
disproportionately impacted by environmental issues within the Board’s authority.

DECREASE USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS

During the past two legislative sessions, lawmakers introduced six bills (SB 5183 2025-26, HB
1203 2025-26, SB 5526 2025-26, HB 1416 2025-26, HB 1534 2025-26, SB 6129 2025-26)
aimed at reducing tobacco use. The Board’s Health Impact Review team completed three health
impact reviews (HIR-2026-06-SB6129.pdf, HIR-2025-02-SB5183.pdf, HIR-2025-03-
HB1203_1.pdf) on related legislation. Although the bills did not pass, policymakers and public
health partners continue to explore strategies to reduce tobacco use and improve health

outcomes.
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https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/SHR%20Explainer.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/rulemaking/agency-rules-and-activity/2024-2025-school-rule-review-project
https://sboh.wa.gov/rulemaking/agency-rules-and-activity/2024-2025-school-rule-review-project
https://fphswa.org/
https://fphswa.org/
https://fphswa.org/
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/health-equity/environmental-justice/assessments
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/health-equity/environmental-justice/assessments
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=5183&year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=5183&year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1203&Chamber=House&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1203&Chamber=House&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1203&Chamber=House&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5526&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1416&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1416&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1534&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1534&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6129&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6129&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/HIR-2026-06-SB6129.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/HIR-2025-02-SB5183.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/HIR-2025-03-HB1203_1.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/HIR-2025-03-HB1203_1.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/
mailto:WSBOH@sboh.wa.gov
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