
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 

July 21, 2026 

 

 

 

Patty Hayes, Chair 

Washington State Board of Health 

PO Box 47990 

Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 

Sent via Email 

 

Dear Patty: 

 

I am writing to formally announce my retirement from my position as Executive Director 

to the Washington State Board of Health (Board) effective January 1, 2027. It has been 

my honor and privilege to serve in this role since October 2011. 

 

I am deeply grateful and humbled to have had the opportunity to help support the Board’s 

important work. The Board’s work is essential in protecting and improving the health of 

people in Washington. The Board’s strength lies in the diverse experiences and expertise 

that Board members bring to challenging public health policy decisions, and the 

remarkable staff that work tirelessly to support those discussions. It has been one of the 

most meaningful and challenging chapters of my career. 

 

Thank you, Patty, for your leadership, wisdom, and support. In the coming months, I will 

work closely with our Deputy Director, Ashley Bell, to ensure a smooth transition. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michelle A. Davis 

Executive Director 

 

cc: Washington State Board of Health Members 

      Ashley Bell, Deputy Director 

      Department of Health People Services 


