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Dr. Steven Krager, Health Officer 

Dr. Steven Krager serves as the Health Officer for several public health 

jurisdictions in Washington State, including Walla Walla, Mason, Benton-

Franklin, and Cowlitz Counties. In his role he works closely with local leaders, 

healthcare providers, and community partners to protect and promote the 

health of residents across the region. 

Dr. Krager is passionate about translating complex public health ideas and 

guidance into clear communication for partners and residents. 

Using his background in medicine and epidemiology, he has helped guide local 

responses to public health emergencies such as wildfire smoke events, the COVID-19 pandemic, and avian 

influenza. 

Dr. Krager earned his medical degree from Creighton University and a Master of Public Health from the 

University of Colorado. He is dedicated to making public health accessible, collaborative, and focused on 

helping every community thrive. 

Outside of work, you’ll find Dr. Krager exploring PNW forests with his three incredible kids or reading a work 

of science fiction. 

Benton-Franklin Health District 

The Benton-Franklin Health District (BFHD) has been serving the growing community of Benton and 

Franklin counties for more than 70 years. Made up of nearly 100 dedicated staff members, BFHD 

serves the bi-county population of over 300,000 residents, thousands of visitors, and covers almost 

3,000 square miles within its jurisdiction. 

With over 66 active programs funded through various levels of government contracts, grants, fees-for-

service, and county money, BFHD supports and participates in community-level projects and is poised 

and ready to address other emerging public health concerns as they arise. In addition to providing 

many services directly, Benton-Franklin Health District works collaboratively with dozens of community 

partners and organizations to address the health needs of people living, working, and visiting the bi-

county region. 
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