WASHINGTON STATE Wil
BOARD orHEALTH

Date: August 12, 2026
To: Washington State Board of Health Members
From: James Lewis, Board Member

Subject: Rules Update — Notifiable Conditions, Adjusting COVID-19 Reporting
Requirements, Chapter 246-101 WAC

Background and Summary:

Under RCW 43.20.050, the Washington State Board of Health (Board) adopts rules to
support the surveillance and control of communicable and non-communicable conditions in
Washington State. Chapter 246-101 WAC, Notifiable Conditions, establishes reporting
requirements for health care providers, laboratories, and others so public health agencies
can detect, investigate, and respond to diseases that threaten public health. The Board last
amended this rule in 2021, with changes taking effect in January 2023.

On March 25, 2025, the Board filed a CR-101 (WSR 25-08-026) to begin rulemaking to
update chapter 246-101 WAC. This rulemaking is limited to revising COVID-19 reporting
requirements to reflect the current public health landscape.

Since filing the CR-101, Board staff have worked with the Department of Health
(Department) and local health jurisdictions to evaluate potential revisions to COVID-19
reporting requirements. Staff also held a series of workshops to gather input on proposed
changes, which informed the development of the draft rule.

The draft rule is available for informal public comment through August 21, 2026. Under the
current draft, health care providers and facilities would report only severe COVID-19 cases
(hospitalizations and deaths) to local health jurisdictions within three business days, rather
than immediately. Laboratories would continue reporting all positive COVID-19 test results.
However, instead of reporting immediately to local health jurisdictions, laboratories would
report to the Department within two business days.

This rulemaking effort is informed by feedback from local health jurisdictions and by the
2024 changes made to the national reporting designation for COVID-19 adopted by the
Council for State and Territorial Epidemiologists (24-ID-11). The Board is not considering
other changes to the rule at this time.

I've invited Molly Dinardo, Board staff, and Samantha Sprague, Department staff, to provide
additional background on the rulemaking, its scope, feedback received to date, and next
steps.

This is an informational update only. No Board action is requested.

Staff
Molly Dinardo, Policy Advisor

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the Washington State Board
of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY users can dial 711.
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