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Background: National and State Disease Surveillance

National Notifiable Disease Reporting and Surveillance

« Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) compiles a recommended national list of conditions

voluntarily reported by states
« Conditions are selected based on public health impact (severity, outbreak potential, prevention feasibility)

« Developed by CDC and Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE); data published through CDC
systems (e.g., WONDER, Data.cdc.gov)

State and Local Disease Reporting and Surveillance
« Reporting is required by state/territorial law, requiring providers, labs, and hospitals to report cases

« States collect, verify, and voluntarily share selected data with national surveillance systems; and maintain its

own legally binding list, often broader than the national list




Background: Notifiable
Conditions in Washington State

« Under RCW 43.20.050(2)(f), the Board establishes reporting
requirements for infectious and non-infectious diseases.

* The rule (chapter 246-101 WAC) requires healthcare providers,
facilities, laboratories, and others to report specified conditions to
public health officials.

* Reported data helps public health:
* Respond quickly to cases and outbreaks
* Monitor disease trends
 Inform prevention efforts and policy




Background: Recent Chapter 246-
101-WAC Updates

» Last updated in 2021; changes effective January 2023.

 Among many changes made to the rule, COVID-19 was permanently
designated as a notifiable condition.

« Labs, facilities, and providers required to immediately report COVID-19
to local health, with locals then reporting to the Department.

* Rule authorized the Department to request additional reporting data
(provisional reporting).

* Following implementation, the Department issued a provisional
reporting request for COVID-19 in June 2023.




Background: Changes in National
COVID-19 Reporting Designation
and Feedback from Partners

2024 CSTE Position Statement

« Recommended removing COVID-19 from the Nationally Notifiable
Conditions list.

« Shifted national surveillance to an integrated respiratory virus strategy
(COVID-19, influenza, RSV, and others).

« Updated and simplified the COVID-19 surveillance case definition and
laboratory criteria.

Partner Feedback

« Current COVID-19 reporting requirements in chapter 246-101 WAC are
burdensome.

« Does not reflect the shift from pandemic response to routine respiratory
virus surveillance.




Rulemaking Scope

* Rulemaking began in March 2025 with the
filing of the CR-101 (Notice of Rulemaking).

« Update COVID-19 reporting requirements in
Chapter 246-101 WAC to reduce reporting

burden.

« Maintain the COVID-19 reporting needed for
ongoing public health surveillance, consistent
with the updated CSTE recommendations.

* No other rule changes will be considered.
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Engagement and Work to Date
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Summary of Draft Rule Changes

« COVID-19 would no longer be immediately reportable.

» Healthcare providers and facilities would report hospitalizations and
deaths only to local health within 3 business days (WAC 246-101-101,
Table HC-1).

« Laboratories would report COVID-19 test results directly to the
Department of Health within 2 business days (WAC 246-101-201,
Table Lab1).

« Remove COVID-19 rapid screening test reporting requirements.

« Continue immediate reporting for SARS, MERS, and novel
coronaviruses.

» Add definitions for COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) and Novel Coronavirus
(WAC 246-101-010).




Anticipated Timeline and Next Steps
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To learn more about this project, email notifiableconditions @sboh.wa.gov
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To request this document in an alternate format,
please contact the Washington State Board of
Health at 360-236-4110, or by email at

wsboh@sboh.wa.gov | TTY users can dial 711
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ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

* The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to
people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and
activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

« Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA.
We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like
to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

« We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you
cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to
report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and
describe the following details in your message:

* The nature of the accessibility needs
 The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access
 Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website.
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