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Background



Authority

RCW 43.20.050(3): Requires State Board of Health (board) to
adopt rules for the design, construction, installation,
operation, and maintenance of those on-site sewage systems
(OSS) with design flows of less than 3,500 gallons per day.

Chapter 246-272A WAC establishes the standards for OSS.

The Department of Health (department) implements the OSS
program.

Local health jurisdictions (LHJs) permit and manage OSS in
their counties.
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Rulemaking Background

The board adopted recent revisions to chapter 246-272A WAC
in March 2024.

The minimum horizontal separations (setbacks) between site
features and OSS system components in WAC 246-272A-0210,
Table IV, were changed.

The setback for surface water used as a public drinking water
source was increased to proactively protect source water
around surface water intakes.

In November 2025, the board received a petition for
rulemaking.

The board accepted the petition at the January 2026 board
meeting.
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What Are Setbackse
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SEE SEPARATE

01 A

CELIRERT 10N OF
ESWE AREA

S
T PLOT PLAN

rl- 1150 GALLOM, COMCRETE, SEPTIC
=*  TANE wfSCREZNED OUTLET BAFFLE

AN
121 = 1250 CALLON, COMCRETE,

= PUMP TR miFNC PUMP VLT
(R BASEET JCRCIN /3% FOLESR

] = 1150 CALLOM, COMCRETE,
= FILTEATE, PUFF TAHK
(R} FUMP VAULT FEQUIRED]

158 x 32 x 5" PWC SAND
FILTER RELEFTACLE [BURIFD)
~PRSITION HAY VARY

o,
W5, = 5 DOME MECHANICAL
- RATCHET NG LVE

-t
VBl e 2

" SCHEDULE MY PWC
TRAKSPOAT FIPELS]

I7Ve 1 TONE MECUNICAL

Lo RATCHETING VALVE

YA 3 - 7 300s 127 pRESERE
‘E‘ oosEn, CRANE

CRAVEL BEDS
iﬂﬂ 1?.H.] IH EX|STIH
FiLL

HOTE:

EXACT LOCATION OF
BURIED (HDPE) CULVERT
HUST BE DETERMINED
PRIOR To SAMD FILTER
ExcavaTion & INSTALL-
ATIOM, SAND FILTER
LOCATION MAY vary, IF

MEGESSARY, TO
-~ JACCOMODATE THE
LOCATION OF THE
CULVERT,

NOTE:

EXACT WATERLINE RouTE

& LOCATION MUST AL SO

BE DETERMINED PRIDR 70O

CONSTRUCTION. IF 1T

CANNOT MEET SETBACK

REQUIREMENTE, IT

MUsT BE RE-ROUTED

OR SLEEVED, AS
REQUIRED.




Why Are Setbacks Importante

1. Function: Ensure site
has adequate capacity
to treat wastewater

2. Risk Reduction: Reduce
potential pollution from
failing OSS
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Engagement

Tribal engagement

A rules workshop was held on April 9, 2026. Attendees
included:

Members of the public

LHJ staff

A county commissioner

Representatives of various relevant organizations
Industry members

Board staff sent a survey to all workshop participants to
further gauge feedback on draft rule language.

An informal comment period was held from May 6-20, 2026.
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CR-102 Package

Filed on July 21, 2026

Includes an Environmental Justice Assessment, which
describes any environmental harms and benefits for
overburdened communities, vulnerable populations, and
tribes.

Includes a Significant Analysis, which analyzes the probable
costs and benefits of the proposed rule.
The board and the department estimated a one-time

cost ranging from $417.15 to $834.30 for an LHJ to
update their local codes to incorporate the new setbacks.

A Small Business Economic Impact Statement was not
completed, since LHJs do not meet the definition of “small
business” in RCW 19.85.020.
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Proposal



Proposed Changes to WAC 246-2/72A-0210, Table IV

1. Surface Water Used as a Drinking Water Source

Separate surface water used as drinking water from public
and nonpublic drinking water springs.

Add a new row for surface water used as drinking water
(public and nonpublic).
Proposed setbacks:
100 feet from edge of the soil dispersal component/reserve area
50 feet from sewage tank and distribution box
50 feet from building sewer and nonperforated distribution pipe.
These setback distances align with the previous rule.
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Proposed Changes to WAC 246-2/72A-0210, Table IV

Table IV
Minimum Horizontal Separations
From edge of soil From building sewer.
dispersal component From sewage tank and nonperforated
Items Requiring Setback and reserve area and distribution box distribution pipe
Well 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 ft.
Public drinking water well 100 ft. 100 ft. 100 ft.
Nonpublic drinking water well 100 ft. 50 fi. 50 ft.
Surface water used as drinking water (public 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 fi.
and nonpublic) measured from the ordinary
high-water mark
Public drinking water spring ((ersurfacewater 200 ft. 200 ft. ((366)) 200 ft.
m EﬂEHiEEi ﬁe“i E‘]:IE B]éiﬂﬂiﬂ_‘ ]:H g_]:l HYE{:EI Hiﬂfl_:])
Nonpublic drinking water spring ((ersurfaee 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 ft.
mark]))
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Proposed Changes to WAC 246-2/72A-0210, Table IV

2. Public Drinking Water Source from a Spring

Update setback for a public drinking water spring from the
building sewer and nonperforated distribution pipe from 100
feet to 200 feet.
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Proposed Changes to WAC 246-2/72A-0210, Table IV

Table IV
Minimum Horizontal Separations
From edge of soil From building sewer.
dispersal component From sewage tank and nonperforated
Items Requiring Setback and reserve area and distribution box distribution pipe
Well 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 ft.
Public drinking water well 100 ft. 100 ft. 100 ft.
Nonpublic drinking water well 100 ft. 50 fi. 50 ft.
Surface water used as drinking water (public 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 fi.
and nonpublic) measured from the ordinary
high-water mark
Public drinking water spring ((ersurfacewater 200 ft. 200 ft. ((366)) 200 ft.
m EﬂEHiEEi ﬁe“i E‘]:IE B]éiﬂﬂiﬂ_‘ ]:H g_]:l HYE{:EI Hiﬂfl_:])
Nonpublic drinking water spring ((ersurfaee 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 ft.
mark]))
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Editorial and Technical Changes Throughout Chapter

WAC 246-272A-0010: Correct a misspelling in the definition
of “residential sewage.”

WAC 246-272A-0110: Remove obsolete asterisks and update
publication dates of NSF/ANSI 40, 41, and 245.

WAC 246-272A-0120: Update the publication date for the
proprietary on-site wastewater treatment products
Department Standards & Guidance document.

WAC 246-272A-0210: Remove footnote and update footnote
numbers.

WAC 246-272A-0240: Correct an internal citation.
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Next Steps



Anticipated Timeline

Written comments due September 17, 2026, at 11:59 pm.
Public hearing: October 15tat 1:30 pm.

Date of intended adoption: October 15t

CR-103 filing if adopted: Late October.

If adopted, rules become effective 31 days after CR-103 filing.
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Questions?e



Vol HEALTH

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of

hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov.
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