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July 15, 2026 
 
TO:  Michelle Davis, Executive Director 

Washington State Board of Health 
 
FROM: Lauren Jenks, Assistant Secretary 

Division of Environmental Public Health 
 
SUBJECT: State Board of Health Rule Making Authority Delegation Request – Editorial changes to 

chapter 246-290 WAC Group A public water supplies and chapter 246-291 WAC Group B public 
water systems 
 

 
The Department of Health (department) is requesting delegation of rulemaking authority from the State Board 
of Health (board) to conduct exception rulemaking to make editorial changes to chapter 246-290 WAC Group A 
public water supplies and chapter 246-291 WAC Group B public water systems. 
 
Changes to the rule under this delegation request, if approved, will be limited to minor editorial changes and 
updates to chapters 246-290 and 246-291 WAC to correct typographical errors, make address or name 
changes, or clarify language of a rule without changing its effect. We anticipate completion of the rule update 
by December 2026. 
 

Conformance with the State Board of Health Delegation Criteria:  
The board’s policy (Policy Number 2000-001) for Considering Delegation of Rule to the Department of Health 
provides the following elements for consideration:  
 
The extent to which the proposed rule revision is expected to include editorial and/or grammatical changes that 
do not change the substance of the rule:   

• The purpose of the rulemaking is to make editorial changes and technical corrections. These changes 
are necessary to improve clarity and bring the rule into compliance with the Office of the Code 
Reviser’s Bill Drafting Guide and Instructions on Style for the Washington Administrative Code. In this 
case, examples of proposed changes include: 
o Updating or correcting references, such as structural updates to chapter 70A.125 RCW and 

Department of Children, Youth, and Families rules moving to Title 110 from Title 170;  
o Removing definitions of unused terms and other nonregulatory content; 
o Rewriting sentences with an active voice to clarify who does what; 
o Spelling whole numbers one through nine and changing all other numbers to Arabic numerals; 
o Correcting spelling; 



 

   

 

o Making simple word changes, such as persons to people; correcting the use of shall, may, and 
must; and correcting hyphenation, such as “right of way” to “right-of-way.” 

 
The extent to which the proposed rule may make significant changes to a policy or regulatory program.   

• The proposed rule will adopt no substantive changes. 
 
The extent to which the proposed rule seeks to adopt federal requirements in which the state has little or no 
discretion. 

• The proposed rule will not seek to adopt federal standards.  
  

The extent to which the substance and direction of the proposed rule is expected to have broad public and 
professional consensus.  

• Even though there will be no substantive changes, the department anticipates that some members of 
the regulated community might perceive this rulemaking as overwhelming because the rule chapters 
have not had a full editorial evaluation under current plain language standards and rule drafting 
guidelines. 

 
The extent to which the rule revision process would benefit from the board’s role as a convener of interested 
parties.  

• The department will keep interested parties engaged and informed throughout rule-making process 
via an up-to-date webpage and GovDelivery notifications that will be distributed using existing 
listservs. The department will have a formal comment period and hold a public hearing. 

 
For additional information, please contact Mike Means, Water Quality, Policy, and Certification Manager for 
the Office of Drinking Water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.   
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