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Background Information — Federal and State Law

e The federal Safe Drinking Water Act applies to Group A public water systems.
State drinking water laws, such as chapter 70A.125 RCW, apply to all water
systems and define exceptions for Group B water systems that serve:

O One single family residence or
O Up to four residential connections on the same farm

e The State Board of Health has adopted rules to implement federal and state

drinking regulations for water systems under:
O Chapter 246-290 WAC, Group A public water supplies
O Chapter 246-291 WAC, Group B public water systems
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Background Information — SBOH Rules

e Chapters 246-290 and 246-291 WAC regulate:
o Water system ownership and management requirements

Planning and engineering standards

Water quality standards

Water system operations

Drinking water treatment

Public notification and reporting

Water use efficiency

Enforcement

Water system evaluation and project review fees

e These two chapters have not had a full editorial evaluation in decades and
do not conform to current plain language standards and rule drafting

guidelines

O O OO0 O O 0O
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Potential Changes to Rule

Proposed changes will align the rule with the 2025 Bill Drafting Guide and:

O

O O O 0O

Update or correct references, such as structural updates to chapter 70A.125 RCW and
Department of Children, Youth, and Families rules moving to Title 110 from Title 170
Remove definitions of unused terms and other nonregulatory content

Rewrite sentences with an active voice to clarify who does what

Spell whole numbers one through nine and change all other numbers to Arabic numerals
Correct spelling

Make simple word changes, such as persons to people; correcting the use of shall, may, and
must; and correcting hyphenation, such as “right of way” to “right-of-way”
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SBOH Delegation Considerations

The scope of the rulemaking will be limited to making minor editorial changes and
technical corrections

The changes are exempt from significant rulemaking under RCW 34.05.310(4)
because they correct typographical errors, make address or name changes, or clarify
language of a rule without changing its effect

The department will use an exception rulemaking process

The department anticipates that some members of the regulated community might
perceive this rulemaking as overwhelming because the rule chapters have not had a
full editorial evaluation under current plain language standards and rule drafting
guidelines

The department will keep interested parties engaged and informed via existing
meetings, an up-to-date webpage and GovDelivery notifications that will be
distributed using existing listservs. The department will have a formal comment
period and hold a public hearing
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Questions?e
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To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov.
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