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Date: August 12, 2026 

To: Washington State Board of Health Members 

From: Kelly Oshiro, Board Vice Chair  

Subject: Recap of Newborn Screening Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Work 
2024-26   

Background and Summary: 
The Washington State Board of Health (Board) has the authority under RCW 70.83.050 
to adopt rules for screening newborns in Washington for certain rare conditions. These 
rules are found in chapter 246-650 WAC and establish the list of conditions included in 
the Washington State mandatory newborn screening (NBS) panel.  

When considering whether to add a condition to the NBS panel, the Board and the 
Department of Health (Department) follow an established evidence review process. The 
process considers scientific evidence, ethics, equity, implementation feasibility, and 
cost-effectiveness. Requests for the Board to review a candidate condition may come 
through a rule petition, a formal request from the Department or other partner agencies, 
Board Members, or direction from the Legislature. Each pathway has different 
requirements, but all conditions undergo the same evidence review process.  

For candidate condition reviews, the Board convenes a multidisciplinary Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) to evaluate the evidence using the Board's guiding principles 
and established review criteria. From 2024 through 2026, the Board and Department 
convened a TAC to modernize Washington's condition review process and evaluate 
candidate conditions for newborn screening.  

One-time legislative proviso funding for fiscal year 2025 (SSB 5829, Chapter 96, Laws 
of 2024) expanded Board staff capacity to support the committee's meeting schedule 
and evidence review. Separately, the Department also established a newborn screening 
policy advisor position, providing additional capacity to coordinate committee meetings, 
synthesize evidence, and engage community members, advisory committee members, 
and subject-matter experts. 

In April 2026, the Board voted to temporarily pause certain newborn screening policy 
activities after the Department requested the pause because of an agency budget 
shortfall. Effective July 1, 2026, the Board implemented a 12-month pause on 
advancing rulemaking petitions, filing new rulemaking notices, and convening new NBS 
TACs. As a result, the Board postponed the April 29, 2026, TAC meeting that was 
scheduled to review Infantile Krabbe Disease. The Board may extend the pause if 
needed. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.83.050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.83.050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-650&full=true
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/SBOH-NBSProcessDocument-NBSProcessandCriteriaAugustUpdates-Updated%208.20.25.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/Tab09b-DOH-Newborn%20Screening%20Request-April%202026.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/Tab09b-DOH-Newborn%20Screening%20Request-April%202026.pdf
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Although the condition review process is paused, Board staff met with TAC members on 
April 29, 2026, to debrief the committee's work instead of reviewing Krabbe. During that 
discussion, TAC members emphasized the importance of documenting both the 
committee's accomplishments and lessons learned to preserve institutional knowledge 
and support future advisory committees. 

In collaboration with BERK Consulting, the third-party facilitator that supported the NBS 
TAC meetings, Board and Department staff developed a report to capture lessons 
learned from the 2024–2026 TAC and provide a roadmap for future newborn screening 
policy work when the condition review process resumes.  

Drawing on TAC member surveys, debrief discussions, and staff reflections, the report 
summarizes lessons learned in seven areas: newborn screening background, TAC 
operations, the role of TAC chairs, screening criteria, comparisons with other states, 
family and advocate participation, and subject-matter expert participation. The report 
identifies opportunities to strengthen future TAC reviews while maintaining a rigorous, 
transparent, and evidence-informed process. 

I've invited Molly Dinardo, Board staff, and Samantha Sprague, Department staff, to 
provide an overview of the report and highlight key lessons learned.  

This is an informational update only. No Board action is requested.  

Staff 
Molly Dinardo, Policy Advisor 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the 
Washington State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY 

users can dial 711. 
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