
 
 

Date: August 12, 2026  

To: Washington State Board of Health Members  

From: Patty Hayes, Board Chair 

Subject: Rules Briefing – Chapter 246-203 WAC, General Sanitation: Dogs in 
Microbreweries and Domestic Breweries Without Food Service 
 
Background and Summary:  
Engrossed House Bill (EHB) 1602 passed during the 2025 legislative session. This 
legislation amended RCW 66.24.240(7) and RCW 66.24.244(8) to require the 
Washington State Board of Health (Board) to “adopt rules to allow dogs on the premises 
of licensed domestic breweries [and microbreweries] that do not provide food service 
subject to a food service permit requirement.” The bill became effective on July 27, 
2025. 

Chapter 246-203 WAC contains the Board’s rules on General Sanitation, including 
issues “interfering with the repose, health, safety or life of any considerable number of 
persons.” Staff recommends adding a new section to this chapter to comply with the 
requirements of EHB 1602. Board staff intend to file a CR-102 soon to start the 
exception rulemaking process.  

Today, I have invited Ash Noble, Board staff, to brief the Board on this project. This is an 
informational briefing only. No Board action will be taken regarding this agenda item.  

Staff  
Ash Noble, Policy Advisor  

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the 
Washington State Board of Health, at 360-236-4110 or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov TTY 

users can dial 711. 
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