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Readiness Plans

Radon in Schools

Background

Radon is a colorless, odorless radioactive gas that occurs from the breakdown of the natural
element uranium commonly found in rocks and soil. People are exposed to radon gas as it
moves through soil and seeps into buildings, including homes and schools where it can become
trapped and concentrate to unhealthy levels.

Exposure to radon gas can cause lung cancer. The EPA estimates that radon gas causes
21,000 lung cancer deaths each year making it the second leading cause of lung cancer in the
us.

The EPA estimates that more than 70,000 schoolrooms in use today have high radon levels and
nearly one in five schools in the nation has at least one schoolroom that exceeds the
recommended action level of 4.0 pCi/L to reduce radon.

Testing is the only way to know if radon gas levels are high enough to cause health problems.
Testing is relatively simple and inexpensive. The EPA recommends all schools test for radon
gas.

Where radon is found at high levels, schools may need to take recommended steps, such as
hiring a certified radon mitigation professional, training school staff to identify radon risks, and
learning how to maintain radon reduction.

Purpose of a School Radon Plan

A radon plan will include minimum testing requirements for a school or district to meet Chapter
246-370-070 (3) WAC. A well-written plan can help schools determine if radon levels require a
retest or action to reduce radon at their school.

Key Points of a School Radon Plan

e Plan written by school to meet their specific needs
o Help ensure testing meets requirements, standards, and protocols
e Help ensure proper steps are taken to reduce radon if needed
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