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August 12, 2026, Board Meeting Recap

The State Board of Health (Board) met on August 12, 2026 (watch the recording). After
approving the agenda, adopting the June 4, 2026 meeting minutes, and receiving public
comments, the Board received updates and discussed the following topics:

Michelle Davis, Executive Director, provided updates on Board business and announced
staff changes, including Crystal Ogle as the Board’s new Confidential Secretary and
Scott Carlson as the new Engagement and Partnerships Coordinator for the Health
Disparities Council. Executive Director Davis reviewed correspondence related to
multiple petitions, inquiries, and complaints. Executive Director Davis also covered recent
rulemaking documents, the Board’s representation on the Foundational Public Health
Steering Committee, and two changes to standard meeting materials:

o Discontinuing Land acknowledgements — After hearing concerns from Tribal
leaders and Tribal representatives about the potential for acknowledgements to
omit Tribes regardless of their federal recognition, the Board will discontinue Land
acknowledgements. When the Board meets on Tribal lands or with Tribes, the
Board will work closely with that Tribe to follow their protocol.

o Quality improvement to meeting minutes — The Board’s minutes will now focus
on capturing actions taken instead of recapping presentations and discussions,
which are in the recording of the meeting and materials packet [accessible online
for two years]. Past minutes were long, resource-intensive, and did not align with
other best practices.

Executive Director Davis announced their retirement at the end of 2026, and Chair Hayes
shared a timeline for the recruitment process.

Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, Secretary’s Designee, provided a Department of Health
(Department) update covering public health threats, including the Spokane wildfires and
communicable disease; provided a preview of the Department’s strategic framework,
which will be released in September; highlights from a local health jurisdiction convening
the Department hosted on June 28; and an overview of the federal landscape.

Cait Lang-Perez, Lindsay Herendeen, and Miranda Calmjoy, Health Impact Review (HIR)
Analysts, presented the Board with an overview of HIRs completed during Fiscal Year
2026.

Representatives from the Benton-Franklin Health District provided the Board with a local
health perspective. Presenters included Janae Parent, District Administrator; Amanda
Moe, Communications & Public Affairs Director; Dr. Steven Krager, Health Officer;
Heather Hill, Deputy to the Health Officer; Erin Hockaday, Surveillance & Investigation —
Environmental Health Director; Lindsay Palmer, RDH, Access to Baby and Child
Dentistry — Oral Health Program Coordinator; and Jim Coleman, Environmental Health
Specialist. The Benton-Franklin Health District presentation provided an overview of their
growing region and its diverse communities, including fast-growing cities, rural
communities, agriculture, science, energy, health care, wineries, and tourism. Presenters
discussed the evolving nature of public health and how emerging situations have
strengthened partnerships and collaboration across the region. Topics included the
health district’s response to structural fires and avian influenza outbreaks, rapid
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communications strategies, and efforts to strengthen relationships with healthcare
providers. The presentation also covered oral health outreach following the Pasco City
Council’s decision to end public water fluoridation, emerging environmental health
challenges such as toxic algal blooms, and efforts to address unpermitted food vendors.
Presenters highlighted how years of collaboration and relationship building have helped
build trust between the health district and the communities it serves.

The Board reviewed and adopted the 2026 Oral Health Statement, incorporating non-
substantive edits, and directed staff to replace the outdated 2015 Recommended Oral
Health Strategies on the Board’s website.

Department and Board staff briefed the Board on rulemaking options for WAC 246-290-
315 — State Action Levels and State Maximum Contaminant Levels. The Board directed
staff to return upon completion of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Fluoride
Human Health Toxicity Assessment or in 18 months (whichever is sooner) with an update
on EPA milestones and developments in peer-reviewed literature.

The Board delegated rulemaking authority to the Department to complete clarifying and
editorial changes using exception rulemaking on chapter 246-290 WAC, Group A Public
Water Systems and chapter 246-291 WAC, Group B Public Water Systems.

Board staff briefed the Board on current rulemaking activities related to WAC 246-272A-
0210, On-Site Sewage System Setbacks. No actions were taken.

Board staff updated the Board on current rulemaking activities related to chapter 246-101
WAC, Notifiable Conditions, Adjusting COVID-19 Reporting Requirements. No actions
were taken.

Board staff provided a recap of Newborn Screening Technical Advisory Committee Work
2025-26. No actions were taken.

Board staff briefed the Board on current rulemaking activities related to chapter 246-203
WAC, General Sanitation: Dogs in Microbreweries and Domestic Breweries Without Food
Service. No actions were taken.

The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is on Thursday, October 1, 2026, in Bremerton.
Board staff will distribute the draft agenda on September 17, 2026.

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the
Washington State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov.
TTY users can dial 711.
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